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“The Role of International Humanitarian Law in Protecting the
Environment”

Researcher:

Ahlam Saad Almalki

Summary:

The environment occupies an important place in the interests of the international community because of its positive impact
on the individual and social lives of human beings. Therefore, international agreements and norms have emphasized the
need to protect it as a common interest of all countries, since damage to the environment leads to the destruction of human
life.

Environmental protection provisions during armed conflicts are addressed through the rules of international humanitarian
law and international conventions. International humanitarian law protects the environment through specific articles in the
First Additional Protocol of 1977, such as Article (35), which prohibits the use of means and methods of combat that harm
the environment on a wide and long-term basis, and Article (55), which emphasizes protecting the environment from
severe damage during conflicts.

International organizations play an effective role in protecting the environment, whether governmental, such as the United
Nations, or non-governmental, such as the International Committee of the Red Cross.

There are also direct sources for environmental protection, including the texts of agreements such as the First Protocol of
1977 and the Convention on the Prohibition of Technologies for Changing the Environment for Military Purposes. While
indirect sources include the rulings of the International Criminal Court at Nuremberg, Article (1/2) of the Third Protocol to
the 1980 Convention, and Article (189) of the Third Geneva Convention.

Keywords:

(International humanitarian law, environment, armed conflict, protection)
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